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Mr. Thoms S“.Durmire$ Staff Consultant
Comittec on Interior and Insular Affairs
l?ouseof Representatives

. .
.

.-J.

. .. .1

.q.(’’)’Jc)/J(;) .-

.
... .

. ..
...“’

. .

. . .
. .

. .

. . .

.,.. . BEST COPY AVAIWBLE.. .
.

.

.
.

. .
..

TAD D - AEC’S Rccom,~cl~6ations

●

.,,.., .... .. ..,-
. .
,.,,, ‘--”’”, .,-- . .,, --------- -------- .--—— -, --- ~



,. 4 ,,

l’, ‘,
),..+”

‘,.,( .
.~<,

“.. ,
- .,

. . ●

. .

Mr. Thonas ‘S. D&mire “ -z-”’””%
.

. 1 . .“*. ..- .
.J

. . .

P.L. .“88-485provided $950,000 (less 5Z for legal fees) in equal pz>-nzn~s
“to 82 expo~cd inhabitants of Ronsel<p Atoll or their heirs. The

individual pzy=nts mounted to abaut.$ll,COO. P.L. 88-~iS5contained “.
.-a provision to the e~?ect that “paycznt r~de ui?dCr t!le provisions Of this

... .
8----- .1.Act shall be in full settlement azd dischx-ge of z1l cl~im .zzzinst the .’. -
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sust=zne~ tzrc?orzrys,_“-’nburns, and son.awhat”less thzn hzlf sustzi~teti
SOT= degrze oi loss of !:air,also ti2c~or3ry.. In son? cases t~are
.recaia soce scarrin~ and piSrent change at the forker site of deeper
burns but no evidmce of cancerous change in these scars has been
noted. In all of the RorSelapese there was significant depression
Gf thz?r blacd-iorain~ organs during t!le 2 rconthsfollo:<~ngexp~sure;
recov2zy hzs taken place in the ye: ‘s SiilCC and the counts are now

generzlly ccnsi~zrcd w~thin nor~al ;mzes, ~lth~ugh tl:,~re are a fetr
insta:~ces-W;l=rethz counts are lower Ghan in cozgzrc31e unaffected”
indivic?z~ls.
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There is, to Gate, no
.

evidence of leukemia nor of radiaticn illmss.
Further, ‘tihetkeror not t’heradiation has had any l-ife-shortening
effects is not apparent. .It 20CS appear, however, that bo~e dsvelap- .
ment in young childrc~ who wzre zffcctcd .by the fzllout nay ha-~eb.sen
retarded, znd also thzt Lhere is a ?assibility of .asaze:c>at~reatcr
incidence of niscarri~ges and stillbirths anong the c:.~osedwocen.
Neither sufficient tine has clzpsed nor sufficient Iinoxiecigeac<uired
to permit positive conclusions to be dram as to the long-rang? effect ,
of the fallout on the F.ongelapese. .
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to the Trust T~~iitory on June 2j, 1974, a sun of $1S,212 to be disbursed
in equal p=~—=ilts of $116 to each exposed inhabitant or his heirs. The .

. compensation rzquestcd “oy”t;heS?eci?.1.?oint”Cc:n.mitteefor the Utirik p~ople
would be in addition to the A5C payr.enta~-dwould bz for iilcoa*/eaiciice
experienced in r~lation to the 1954 test.

. .
The nature.and amount of conpcnsation provic?eclto the pcsple of Rongelzp
by the Congress under P.L, S9-4S5 w.2sbased on the inforcction available “
at the time Congressional action vas taken on tl~ebills. ‘I%atinforr.ation
as prcscntcd in Nr. Cariier’s letter includzd cnly the minor axl icdzfinite
medical effects obsc.rvcdup to tb.attine. The thyroid tuners and Ieuketia
described shove w~rz neither cvid~nt nor prcdictcd ac the tie of
Con~ression21 accion. The mzcli.calr.lsvelopzzntsthat have occurred
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the statute w~s pzssed justi~y favorable consideration of further
compensation to those particular individl,alsV;1Ohave experienced
significant nedical da,magerelated to their radiation exposure.
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In.view of the .zbtive,
.,

the AEC reco~~ends the following: .“...:. - ..
, . -.” .. ..

1. .The heirs (parenks).of the leukemia patient shou~d receive ar!ditional .. .

.
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t.,.: I . . . . . . .

I

who 112vQ l~adthyroid operations for -
receive additional compensation.
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pi-ovidi~g some compensation to the .
Utirik ii-l~abitantsic addition to the AEC psyr,znton Jui]e253

1974.. .
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. . .- .Sincerely, . .
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:ti”b . J#&WVq. .&
acas L. Livermn, Director

-

D1 ision of Biomedical and
Environmental Researcil
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